
 

Australian Medical Council | Clinical Examination Specifications | V0.6| Page 1 of 29 

Clinical Examination Specifications 
Australian Medical Council Limited | April 2024  

  

                                                  

“The purpose of the Australian Medical Council is 

to ensure that standards of education, training and 

assessment of the medical profession promote and 

protect the health of the Australian Community.” 
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1. General introduction 

1.1. Purpose of the document  

These specifications have been prepared to assist candidates for the Australian Medical 

Council (AMC) clinical examination. Candidates should make themselves fully aware of the 

information provided.  

1.2. Privacy  

The AMC observes the provisions of the Privacy Act which sets out the requirements for the 

collection and use of personal information collected. 

�(�D�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���$�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���)�R�U�P�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���$�0�&���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���D���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���U�H�O�D�W�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���$�0�&�¶�V��
privacy procedures. Each must be signed by the applicant to give formal consent for the AMC 

to collect and hold personal information. 

Please note:  if this consent  is  not  provided,  the  AMC  will  not  be  able  to  process  the 
application
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The graduate outcomes
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2.8. Examination and Withdrawal fees 

Payment of the examination fee will confirm the placement in the relevant clinical examination 

session.  

If a candidate has been scheduled in the clinical examination and then subsequently 

withdraws, there will be no refund -
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�x community or general hospital services 

�x metropolitan, regional or remote locations 

�x any phase of health care: preventative, acute/critical care and continuing care 

�x any patient age group: newborn to aged 

�x direct patient care, carer and family interactions or multidisciplinary team interactions. 

A clinical scenario may be based on normal development, health promotion /prevention or on 

any common and/or important diseases or syndromes, from any clinical system. 

Any time guidelines are also indicated to candidates during the station by a time prompt. 

2.13. Formal notification of clinical examination results  

Candidate results will be available from the AMC in accordance with the process notified on 

the AMC website - http://www.amc.org.au/assessment/clinical-examination/clinical-results 

Please note: Under no circumstances will results be given over the telephone. 

 

http://www.amc.org.au/assessment/clinical-examination/clinical-results
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3. Marking in the structured clinical 

assessment examination 

Each station has a predominant assessment area that defines the main aim of the station. 

The marking system for the examination contains three components, (i) key steps, (ii) domains 

and (iii) the global score. Each station will have several key steps and domains that are 

relevant to that station. 

A sample of a structured clinical assessment station is at Appendix B. 

3.1. Key steps  
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5. Process of the online clinical 

examination 

5.1. Before the examination  

Ensure your email and contact number (mobile) is up to date.  

Candidates must arrive by the time specified for the examination.  Candidates who are not 

present as required by the time indicated will not be permitted to commence the examination. 

The required dress standard for candidates is professional attire. 

Candidates who may require special assistance during the examination should inform the 

AMC as early as possible prior to their examination. This may include medication requirements 

or food intake due to a medical condition. 

5.2. Starting the examination  

On logging into the examination link provided by the AMC, candidates will be welcomed by 

the Examination Coordinator.  The Coordinator will perform an ID, security and environment 

check and provide the exam conditions and a candidate briefing video about the examination 

process. 

Candidates will be moved to their starting station where an invigilator will inform the candidate 

when the examination will commence. A notification will indicate the start of the two-minute 

reading time of �W�K�H���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�¶�V���I�L�U�V�W���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q���� 

A second notification will indicate the start of the examination and candidates will then 

commence the station. In most stations there are eight minutes to complete the tasks. 

A Final notification will conclude the first station.  

Candidates will be moved to a rest/breakout station until the next station starts. The candidate 

will be rotated in and out of stations by the Examination Coordinator.  

Some candidates will start at a rest station and will be required to stay in the rest station for 

the first 10 minutes. The invigilator will advise if this is the case. 

5.3. During the reading time  

During the reading time candidates evaluate the given information and plan their approach to 

the assessment phase. They should plan their time, taking into account the number and type 

of tasks, including any given time guidelines. 

Candidates should pay close attention to the time guidelines provided. 

5.4. During the station  

During the assessment time the candidates conduct the interaction as required and perform 

the designated clinical tasks. 

The examination will proceed through all stations in this manner.   



 

Australian Medical Council | Clinical Examination Specifications | V0.6| Page 13 of 29 

5.5. Finishing early  

If candidates finishes a station early, this does not mean that they have done well or failed. It 

merely means the task has been completed ahead of the allotted time.  

Candidates who complete a station before the allocated time are required to wait in the station 

until the conclusion of the 8 minutes. They may return to the tasks at any time before the 

assessment time is completed.  

5.6. Station content and equipment  

Stations may use actual patients, simulated patients, or video patient presentations. Other 

relevant materials, such as charts, digital images and photographs may also be used in the 

examination. 

5.7. Physical examination stations   

Physical examination stations online will be of 5 or 10 minutes total duration. The time will be 

clearly stated. There will be two minutes reading time for an eight minute station, and one 
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6. Candidate Conduct 

6.1. General conduct of candidates  

Candidates are expected to conduct themselves courteously in examinations, 

correspondence and in personal contact with examiners, patients (actual or simulated), 

employees or agents of the AMC and other candidates. Candidates whose conduct is 

disruptive, or is considered by the AMC to have been outside the bounds of reasonable and 

decent behaviour, may be excluded from the examination and/or refused the opportunity to sit 

future AMC examinations.   
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may have their results in the examination withdrawn, may be refused a result for the 

examination, may be refused the award of the AMC certificate, may have their AMC 

certificate withdrawn, and/or be reported to the appropriate authorities including the 

Medical Board of Australia/Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency 

(MBA/AHPRA) or law enforcement authorities.  

�‡���:�K�H�U�H���D���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q���L�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���R�I���D��Clinical examination and reported 

to the authorised authority conducting the examination, the same person may direct that 

the candidate be immediately excluded from the examination, and the matter be referred 

to the Clinical Results Panel for further investigation in accordance with these 

specifications. 

All AMC candidates should be aware that, under Australian law, copyright of all examination 

materials rests with the Australian Medical Council. No part of any examination may be 

reproduced, stored or transmitted by any means.   

 

7. Preparation for the clinical 

examination  

7.1. Review of clinical skills  

AMC clinical examiners recommend that candidates undertake a comprehensive review of 

their clinical skills in the four main predominant assessment areas. Particular attention in 

preparing for the clinical examination needs to be paid to reviewing foundation clinical skills, 

clinical competence and patient safety to the required standard, and to practising all aspects 

of consultation skills and doctor-patient communication in clear, non-technical English. 

Experience suggests that a review of journals that contain articles dealing with common 

clinical conditions in the Australian community will be more effective in preparing for the clinical 

examination than spending too much time with reference books. Books concerning physical 

examination skills are essential as are online materials from reputable sources. Candidates 

are encouraged to obtain as much practice as possible to assist in preparing for demonstrating 

their clinical skills in the examination. 

The AMC examiners also consider that candidates who are able to maintain continuing contact 

with the practice of clinical medicine in a teaching hospital or other relevant clinical service 

can significantly improve their chances of success in the AMC examination. It is in each 

candidate's best interest to identify their clinical strengths and weaknesses and to focus their 

efforts on overcoming any basic clinical deficiencies before sitting the examination. 



http://www.amc.org.au/
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8. General information 

8.1. Change of address  

It is important that candidates advise the AMC secretariat promptly of each change of address, 

email address and/or telephone number. This will ensure that contact can be made as quickly 

as possible with candidates to notify them of examination venue changes, rule or eligibility 

changes, or to confirm information provided by the candidate on his or her application forms. 

Change of address can be made via the telephone or by using the Change of address form 
which can be obtained by contacting the AMC Secretariat. The change of address form is also 

available on the AMC website (https://www.amc.org.au/). 

When advising of a change of address in writing, candidates should include the following 

details: 

�x candidate number 

�x full name 

�x previous address 

�x new address 

�x candidate signature 

�x date of birth. 

Under the provisions of the Commonwealth Privacy Act the AMC is unable to accept changes 

of address or other candidate details submitted by email, unless provided on the Change of 

address form. 

8.2. Further information  

If a candidate is in doubt about any aspect of the AMC examination, he/she should contact 

the AMC Clinical team at clinical@amc.org.au. or view further information on the AMC 

website at www.amc.org.au. 

 

https://www.amc.org.au/
mailto:clinical@amc.org.au
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Appendix A: The AMC graduate 

outcome statements 

The goal of medical education is to develop junior doctors who possess attributes that will 

ensure they are initially competent to practice safely and effectively as interns in Australia or 

New Zealand, and that they have an appropriate foundation for further training in any branch 

of medicine and for lifelong learning. Attributes should be developed to an appropriate level 

�I�R�U���W�K�H���J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H�V�¶���V�W�D�J�H���R�I���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� 

Included below is the list of graduate outcome statements. These statements, divided into four 

domains, reflect the skills, knowledge and attitudes that Australian medical students are 

required to demonstrate upon graduation. Graduate outcome statements can also be found in 

�W�K�H���$�0�&�¶�V��Standards for assessment and accreditation of primary medical programs. 

Domain 1  

Clinical Practice: the medical graduate as practitioner  
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and ensuring physical comfort including pain relief, psychosocial support and other 

components of palliative care. 

1.24 Demonstrate digital health literacy and capability in supporting patients and their families 

and carers to use technology for promoting wellbeing and managing health concerns.
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graduate recognises that research, along with quality improvement and assurance 

approaches, underpins continuous improvement of clinical practice and the broader 

healthcare system, and conscientiously supports these activities. 

On entry to professional practice, Australian and Aotearoa New Zealand graduates are able 

to: 

4.1 Apply biological, clinical, social, behavioural and planetary health  sciences and 

informatics in health care. 

4.2 Apply core medical and scientific knowledge to populations and health systems, 

including understanding how clinical decisions for individuals influence health equity and 

system sustainability. 

4.3 �'�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�� �$�E�R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�� �D�Q�G���R�U�� �7�R�U�U�H�V�� �6�W�U�D�L�W�� �,�V�O�D�Q�G�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �0�—�R�U�L�� �N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�V�� �R�I�� �Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J��
and models of healthcare, including community and sociocultural strengths. Describe best 

practice approaches that lead to improved and sustained positive Aboriginal and/or Torres 

�6�W�U�D�L�W���,�V�O�D�Q�G�H�U���D�Q�G���0�—�R�U�L���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J���R�X�W�F�R�P�H�V�� 

4.4 Describe the aetiology, pathology, clinical features, natural history and prognosis of 

common and important conditions at all stages of life. 

4.5 Access, critically appraise and apply evidence from medical and scientific literature. 

4.6 Apply scientific methods to formulate relevant research questions and identify applicable 

study designs. 

4.7 Comply with relevant quality and safety frameworks, legislation and clinical guidelines, 

�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���K�H�D�O�W�K���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V�¶���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�V�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�� 
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Appendix B: A clinical assessment 

station sample 

Information for candidates  

You are working in a general practice. Your next patient is a 37-year-old woman who suddenly 

became short of breath at work yesterday. 

YOUR TASKS ARE TO:
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In response to direct or specific questions from the candidate, provide the following information 

(do not provide this in response to broad/open-ended questions): 

�x I couldn't sleep last night because of breathlessness and had to sleep sitting up. 
�x I'm not as short of breath today as I was yesterday. 
�x I've never had shortness of breath like this before. 
�x 








