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Acknowledgement of Country 
The Australian Medical Council (AMC) acknowledges the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
0ÅÏÐÌÅÓ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ -àÏÒÉ 0ÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ 0ÅÏÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ .Å× :ÅÁÌÁÎÄȢ 

We acknowledge and pay our respects to the Traditional Custodians of all the lands on which we 
live, and their ongoing connection to the land, water and sky.  

We recognise the Elders of all these Nations both past, present and emerging, and honour them 
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Having made a decision, the AMC reports its accreditation decision to the Medical Board of 
Australia to enable the Board to make a decision on the approval of the program of study for 
registration purposes.  

The AMC Directors at their 2 June 2022 meeting resolved: 

(i) that the medical program of the University of Notre Dame Australia, School of Medicine
Fremantle continues to meet the accreditation standards; and

(ii) to grant an extension of the accreditation of the University of Notre Dame Australia, School
of Medicine Fremantle, and its Doctor of Medicine (MD) medical program to the full period
of accreditation, to 31 March 2027 on the basis of the accreditation extension submission.
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2 University of Notre Dame Australia, School of Medicine Fremantle 

2.1 Accreditation history 

The University of Notre Dame Australia, School of Medicine Fremantle was first accredited by the 
AMC in 2004. 

An overview of the 3ÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ accreditation and monitoring history is provided below: 

Assessment Type Findings 

against 

Standards 

Outcome 

2004: Initial accreditation - Granted accreditation of the MBBS for six year 

to 31 December 2010 subject to a follow up 

assessment in 2005 and 2006 

2005: Follow-up assessment - The AMC confirmed the 2004 accreditation 

decision 

2006: Follow-up assessment - The AMC confirmed the 2004 accreditation 

decision subject to a follow up assessment in 

2007 

2007: Follow-up assessment - Granted accreditation of the MBBS to 31 

December 2009 

2009: Follow up assessment - Granted accreditation of the MBBS for four 

years to 31 December 2013 subject to a 2010 

report on conditions 

2012: Accreditation 

extension submission  

- Extension of accreditation of the MBBS granted 

to 31 December 2016 subject to conditions 

2014: Major change 

assessment (new MD) 

- Single day visit  

2016: Reaccreditation MET Granted accreditation to 31 March 2018 

(MBBS) and 31 March 2023 (MD) 

2017: Monitoring 

submission 

MET Accepted ɀ the Committee requested that an 

additional condition be reported in in the 2018 

report. 

2017: Extension of 

accreditation MBBS 

MET Extension of accreditation granted to 31 March 

2020 (to accommodate two students with leave 

of absence) 

2017-2019: Monitoring 

submission 

MET Accepted 

Extension submission for 

extension of accreditation  

MET Extension of accreditation of the MD program 

granted to 31 March 2027 

A copy of the 3ÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ 2016 accreditation report can be found here. 
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2.2 Extension submission for extension of accreditation  

In its 2022 extension submission the School was asked to provide a report against the standards 
and its remaining accreditation conditions. 

The following was to be addressed for each standard: 

1 Analysis of strengths and challenges, and significant developments undertaken or 
planned. This includes any activity against accreditation recommendations for 
improvement. 

• identification and assessment of factors that could influence the achievement of the 
ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ goals over the next five years 

• a short summary of major developments since the last accreditation assessment 

• description of the ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ development plans for the next five years, and significant 
milestones for their implementation 

• any matters that may affect the accreditation status of the programs, such as a change 
to capacity to meet the accreditation standards, or any change that may meet the 
definition of a major change to the program. 

2 Activity against AMC conditions  

• The School was asked to report on progress towards satisfying one remaining condition 
and 



5 
 

The School is proud of its Fremantle MD program and its commitment to continually improve its 
delivery of an excellent standard of medical education that is responding to community needs 
and expectations. It relies on its dedicated staff and a strong partnership with its student body to 
achieve its outcomes. 
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3 AMC Findings 

3.1 Summary of findings against the standards 

The findings against the eight accreditation standards are summarised in the table below. 

Standard Finding in 2016 

(including any 
requirements 
substantially met or 
not met) 

Finding in 2022 

(including any 
requirements 
substantially met or 
not met) 

1 Context of the Medical Program Met  

(Standards 1.5, 1.6 1.7 & 
1.1 substantially met) 

Met 

2 Outcomes of the Medical 
Program 

Met 

 

Met 

3 The Medical Curriculum Met 

(Standards 3.2 
substantially met) 

Met 

4 Learning and Teaching Met 

(Standards 4.1 & 4.7 
substantially met) 

Met 

5 Assessment of Student Learning Met Met 

6 Monitoring and Evaluation Met Met 

7 Students Met Met 

8 The Learning Environment  Met Met 

3.2 Detailed findings against the stht

requirements 
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Standard 1 The Context of the Medical Program 

Standards cover: governance, leadership and autonomy, medical program management, 
educational expertise, educational budget and resource allocation, interaction with health sector 
and society, research and scholarship, staff resources and staff appointment, promotion and 
development 

Summary of accreditation status 2016: Met 2022: Met 
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Standard 2 The Outcomes of the Medical Program 

Standards cover: purpose and medical program outcomes 

Summary of accreditation status 2016: Met 2022: Met 

Developments against Standard 2 

Significant developments relevant to this standard 

4ÈÅ -$ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÉÎ &ÒÅÍÁÎÔÌÅȭÓ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅ ÏÕÔÃÏÍÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÓ ÒÅÍÁÉÎ ÕÎÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ 
last accreditation submission. 
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Standard 4 Teaching and learning methods 

Areas covered by this standard: teaching and learning approach and methods 

Summary of accreditation status 2016: Met 2022: Met 

D
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Standard 5 The Curriculum – Assessment of Student Learning 

Standards cover: assessment approach, assessment methods, assessment feedback and 
assessment quality 

Summary of accreditation status 2016: Met. 2022: Met 

Developments against Standard 5 

Significant developments relevant to this standard 

A new University Assessment Policy was introduced by the School of Medicine in 2021, which 
set a requirement for students to submit continuous assessments through the Learning 
Management System and for the School to use the University grading scale (fail through high 
distinction) with 50% as the pass mark.  

The key changes were reported as an increased emphasis on continuous assessment and a shift 
from individual discipline marks to specialty block marks within the clinical years from 2021. 
Also in 2021, the nature of the workplace based continuous assessment activities changed in 
response to student feedback; instead of writing a case the students were asked to present as 
they would at a hospital meeting, or present a synthesis as they would on a ward round or write 
the discharge summary. Observed encounters in the form of histories and examinations or 
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Standard 6 The Curriculum - Monitoring 

Standards cover: monitoring, outcome evaluation and feedback and reporting
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Standard 7 Implementing the Curriculum - Students 

Standards cover: student intake, admission policy and selection, student support, professionalism 
and fitness to practise, student representation and student indemnification and insurance  

Summary of accreditation status 2016: Met 2022: Met 

Developments against Standard 7 

Significant developments relevant to this standard 

Since the last accreditation review in 2016, the SchoolȭÓ student intake has remained stable.   
From 2023 the school plans to enrol five international students per year into the MD program 
at Fremantle, which will increase the cohort to 105 per annum. Since 2019, a minimum of 28% 
of students have been of rural origin, in accordance with Rural Health Multidisciplinary 
Training Program funding.  

The number of Aboriginal student enrolments has risen from two in 2016 to six in 2022. The 
School has an Aboriginal Alternative Entry Pathway to support applications. The University has 
developed a suite of services to support Aboriginal students on the Fremantle Campus 
including the Manjaree Aboriginal Student Place and a dedicated full-time Aboriginal Support 
0ÅÒÓÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ &ÒÅÍÁÎÔÌÅ-based Aboriginal Health Team runs a one-week intensive pre-
medicine program for the Aboriginal students commencing the following year. The supports 
provided by the Aboriginal Health for Aboriginal students once they commence studying, 
includes dedicated tutors (one-on-one and group), scholarships, accommodation assistance, 
emergency financial assistance, books and equipment, and personal supports. 

Changes to the admissions policy and selection criteria have been introduced. These include an 
increase of minimum GAMSAT and GPA scores, introduction of a Western Australia Residency 
Scheme for applications who have lived in WA for a predetermined number of years, and 
changes to interview processes. 

The Fitness to Practice Policy established in 2016 is now accompanied by an annual declaration 
all students must sign at the commencement of each academic year. 

With the advent of COVID-19, the School (Fremantle) and wider University, has increased 
support to students, noting isolation and time away from face-to-face learning may impact 

https://www.notredame.edu.au/current-students/support/indigenous-portal/manjaree
https://www.notredame.edu.au/current-students/support/indigenous-portal/manjaree
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Standard 8 Implementing the Curriculum – Learning Environment 

Standards cover: physical facilities, information resources and library services, clinical learning 
environment and clinical supervision 
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Activity against Conditions from 2016 accreditation report 

Nil. 
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